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Policewere calledout to
Back Beachon ThursdayIsland
last

Wednesday night,

when a large
Unidentified

FlyingObject Object
(UFO),aboutthe sizeof two

tennis courts landed

onthe

beachat about4.45pm.

It partially crusheda dinghy
andits

outboard

when

it
made

its landingon the sand.

The
circular,red-coloured

craftwas
surrounded

by a bright
glow, and was

dotted with

numerousgreenand pink lights

whichkeptgoingon and off.It
hadtwosmall antennae

atits

apex whichwhizzedaround
furiously,making

a
funny

'wheee' sound.

Startledresidentsaffronting

Back Beachrushedto their
verandahsand gapedat the
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workerswho hearda strange

hummingsound.
At the

hospital,

Dr PeterHolt,
playingwitha scalpeland a

fluffy

toyatthe time,

immediately grabbedthe phone
and contactedthe police.

On beingtoldof the
landing,

PoliceSergeantBill Larkman,

who was relaxingat the time,

flungasidehis Phantomcomic
and leaptto his feetin

disbelief.

Policesecuredthe area with
alltheir

on-dutystaff,and
SergeantLarkmanimmediately

called Army Headquarterson
Thursday Island

toaskfor
assistance,

incaseofan
invasion.

He
also informed Flight

Controlin Weipaof the
landing,

and theywenton
full-alert

in
casethe UFO decidedto take
off again.

MajorBrettCaldwellat the
51stFar North Queensland

Regiment's HQ switchedoff his
Norman Schwarzkopf

video
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game and movedquicklyto
recruitall six soldiersresident

on TI. He thencalledfor backups

fromBamaga and the

nearby outer islands.

By
6.15pm,

the
back-ups

had
arrivedin dinghiesand the Army
hadaboutmenplaced

placed
aroundthe

spacecraft

at a safe
distance.

Meanwhile,and Australian

Department

of Primary

Industries (Quarantine)

employee,who had just tucked

a pet
screw-worm

fly intobed,
sawthebrightglowin theskyat
sunsetand,thinking it was a
large firefly, immediately

grabbeda net and started

runningexcitedly towardsBack
Beach.

At the scene,the Armyheld
off an

ever-increasing

numberof
on-lookers with a barrieracross

the roadat the
hospital-end

of
Back Beach(at the Telecom

phonebooth);whilstthe police

van
strategically

parkeditself
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acrossthe road at the Tamwoy-

end of BackBeach.

The staffat OTC,someof
whom thoughtthe UFO was a
new radarbeingbroughtin,
realisedthey had a perfect
viewpoint,and broughtout their
foldingchairs,and an esky with
somecoldthingsin it.

With the whole area
gradually becominga hive of
activity, the Customslaunch

emergedaround HospitalPoint
and parkeditselfabout100
metres off-shore, with Customs
boss,John O'Neill standingon
deck lookingurgentlytowards

the UFO, scanningfor any
breachof regulations.He
turnedto his

second-in-charge

and whispered,"Couldbe from
PNG".

Time tickedby. At about

8.30pm,the policeand military

realisedthe number of
onlookers was gettingout of
hand;the crowdat the hospital-

end barricade,constructedby
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deep and the Tamwoy-end

barricade,under police control,

was about15-deep- but both
ends were becoming
unmanagable, with onlookers
now sittingon shouldersand
flashingcameras.

Policeand Army desperately

appealedto the crowdsto stop
usingflashesin case they might
inflamethe UFO crew,but a
pharmacy employee,dressedin
her nightie,kept frantically

encouragingthe masses,
promisinghuge discountsfor
bulk-developing.

AllthistimetheUFOsaton
the beach

motionless,

with its
lightsflashing

intermittently.

At about9.00pm,the ice-
creamvan and the

fruit-and-vegie

truck appeared in the area
in frontof the TI Magistrates

Courtand startedringingtheir
bells.This againupsetthe
controlling authorities,who
askedthembothto stopthe
racket.To make mattersworse,
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youth at the Tamwoy-end

barricadewantedto buy ice-(continued

an page13)

SpacecraftLands On ThursdayIsland!
(continued

from page 11)

creamtoo, and startedto dash
acrossthe no-gozone.

It was at thistimethat
enterprising

OTC staff,who had
a plum locationbetweenthe two
crowds,bought ice-creamand
fruitin bulkand soldthemat a
neatprofitto the crowdat the
otherend.

At 9.30pm,the Bishopof
Carpentaria, the Right
ReverendTony

Hall-Matthews

was spottedrunningdown
DouglasStreetpastthe

football

field,witha copyof
'Everyman's

Guide To Extraterrestial

Conversion'tucked under his
arm.

He was tryingto
intercept

the
Reverend

Ian
Taylor

whohad

madehisway
through

the crowd at the
hospital-end
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with arms raisedtowardsthe
UFO, saying,"Comeforth,do
not be afraid".

Local social personality,Mrs
Gwen Moloney, sitting
comfortablywith OTC staff,
pointedto the UFO and
whispered

to the personnext to
her: "I have to know who's
comingon the

island."

At the Tamwoy-end

barricade,police were

appeasing

the
restless

onlookers,

who wanted

something

to
happen.

Constable

GrayHunter
megaphone

in hand,saidwitha
straightface:"Please

everybody settle down. Police havedealtwiththese
situations

before,and everythingis under
control.

At 10.30pm,almostall the
island'sresidentshad vantage

points surrounding the
spacecraft on Back Beach.

It wasthenthattheverylast
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personto arriveon the scene,

the TorresNews reporter,came
runningalong DouglasSt. He

went
straight

to the
ice-cream

scoop?"

Time pressedon. Food stalls
opened behindthe crowdat the
Tamwoy-end,and the Mills
Sistersstartedto entertain

partyingonlookersat the
hospital-end.

In the middle,policeand
army

authorities
pacedup and

down,
walkie-talkies

in hand,
wonderingwhat to do next.

Theydidn'thaveto waitlong.

With the whole scene
resembling

a
MardiGras rather

than

a
UFO

landing site, the

inevitablehappened...

At theverytopof theUFO,at
thepartthatwas

painted with

blue stripes,

a smallhatch

opened, releasinga sharp
yellow lightwhichcut the air like

a
laser.
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Witha big "Oooh",the crowd,

as
one,fell silent.Everyone

froze.

Theonly
movements

were

the blinkof eyelidsand the slow
drippingof ice-creamonto the

ground.

A small ET-likefigure
emerged fromthe

hatch. From

its
vantage point two

stories

high,it couldsee
everything.

Therewas some
concerned

murmuringaroundthe phone

bootharea when someonein

the crowdtheresaidit might

wantto phone home.

Thealien lookedoverthe

scene, slowly turningits wiry

neckfromleftto right,its big,
football-sized eyes blinking
slowly.

A littleboy in the Tamwoy-

end crowdshouted,"Mummy,is

that Santa Claus?"Afterwhatseemedlikeaneternity,the small
outer-space
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figurelifteda long,skinnyarm

and pointeda thinfingerat the

ground.

To the utter
astonishment

of

the crowd,it said,"Is this
ThursdayIsland?"

There was some broken
laughterfrom sectionsof the
crowd,whichwerenow

starting

to enjoythisengaginglittlecreature.

A wit in the
hospital-end

crowd,obviouslythe worsefor
wear,shouteda reply:"No,this

is Jamaicamaan".

The
Chairperson

of the local

RegionalCouncil,a bleary-eyed

Mr GetanoLui Jnr, who had
workedhis way throughthe
throng,feltit wasup to himto
respond. Yes my friend,this is
ThursdayIsland- how can we

be of
assistance

to you?"

The aliensmiled.

"Bringme some wongaifruit,"

it said,"I loveem".
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The crowderuptedin cheers

and
applause.


